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After the Hurricane


Do not venture outside until the “all clear” has been given. Continue monitoring radio reports.


When going out be extremely careful. Do not go barefoot. Wear sturdy boots or shoes and not slippers.


Stay away from power lines that are down. They may have a live current running through them.


It is natural to want to use the phone to check on friends and relatives. Please keep calls to a minimum as overloaded telephone services prevent emergency calls from getting through to summon help for those who are injured or in life threatening situations.


Avoid wading through flooded areas. Flood water may be contaminated and construction debris such as nails, glass shards, splinters of wood, and chunks of concrete are likely to be in the water and these can cause serious injury that later becomes infected.


Do not allow pets to roam freely. They too can be injured and can become disoriented and lost as landmarks have been changed by the storm.


Take pictures of damage to your home and possessions for insurance claim purposes.


Looting is an unfortunate side effect of natural disasters worldwide. Take reasonable steps to secure your property.


Help neighbours whenever possible. We’re in this together.


Never taste food to see if it is good. This can result in food poisoning. Dispose properly of any food item of which you are suspicious.


Drink plenty of liquids to keep your body hydrated.


Obtain a small bottled-gas stove that can be used for cooking in the event that your appliances are damaged.





Safe Drinking Water


Water is a carrier of microorganisms that cause a range of illnesses. Water is often a main means of spreading disease in the aftermath of any natural disaster. There are two primary ways to purify water in difficult circumstances:


Boiling—bring water to a rolling boil and allow to boil for 10 minutes.


Chlorination—add 16 drops of unscented chlorine bleach per gallon of water, stir well and allow to stand for 30 minutes.


Be sure to use purified water to wash fruit and vegetables for eating and to brush teeth.





When Going to a Shelter


If you decide to ride out the storm away from home in a designated shelter you should take with you:


Food and water for at least a week, two weeks is even better.


Batteries, radio, and flashlights.


Toilet paper secured in a plastic bag.


Pillows, towels, blankets, air mattresses, and sufficient clothes for several days.


Be sure to unplug all electrical appliances before leaving and lock up your home.





An Important Word or Two about Generators


Never use the generator indoors. Ensure that the generator is out of the house and in a well ventilated area.


Never connect the output from the generator directly into the breaker panel or household outlets. This can cause serious problems in a number of ways.


Never refuel a generator when it is running or hot and always keep open fire away from the generator. If you need light to refill the generator use a battery operated flashlight. Explosions and fires can be lethal.


Protect the generator from the rain, always ensuring it is well ventilated.








